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John 12: 46   I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.

Have you ever noticed how a change in light can transform the world around you?   I notice it especially in December during the Christmas season, indoors and out.  Ordinary houses and yards emerge as illuminated wonderlands.  Downtown light posts have become decorative sentinels.  Strings of white lights wink on porches and drip from eaves.  Candle lights glow in many the windows.  No wonder people get in their cars and drive around and gape at all these places that they’ve seen a million times before.  Everything looks completely different when the Christmas lights and decorations are out..

Indoors the houses have been transformed too.  Tiny fairy lights twinkle among the greenery on the mantel and wreaths.  The tree lights cast shifting shadows on the ceiling and walls.  

     Our own places seems somehow warmer, more beautiful, more peaceful and joyful when the house is lit for Christmas.  To me, this entire transformation is captivating.  It brings the reminder that the light of Christmas is supposed to change everything.  The Light of the World has conquered darkness.  Life has overcome death.  The very coming of the Christ child has transformed the universe and we’re just catching up.  Our prayer is that Christ who makes all things new will spark a new light in us.  We pray that the Light of the World will show us how to make our own light shine even brighter.
     We do this best when we realize that we’re not really the ones doing the shining.  We’re merely the lamp base, an earthen vessel that has been rewired to shine.  Our job is to stay plugged into the Light and to let it flow through us.  I think we shine best when we turn our focus outside ourselves and allow our talents, gifts, energies, and possibilities shine in serving others.  When we listen to God and say Yes to Him, even when we’re not sure what lies ahead, then our lights really shine.  Staying connected to the Source of light through prayer, meditation on Scripture, and an openness to the Will of God allows us to shine our Light into the lives of others. 
Matthew 5:16b  Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  

                                                                                                 Peace to all       Phyllis
